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Victoria govt holds training
programme for ITI teachers

IN CHARGE Post-FDI debacle and stuck food bill, Congress chief is
upset over govt’s lack of cohesive decision-making, wants consensus

Consult party, allies on
vital govt moves: Sonia

HT Correspondent
! mumbailetters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: To ensure that teachers
achieve requisite skills and then
pass it on to students to make
them industry competent, the
Victoria government has been
holding a training programme
for 300 Industrial Training
Institutes (ITI) teachers from
Maharashtra.

The 10-days training pro-
gramme for ITI teachers - from
Pune and Aurangabad - began
on December 5, keeping in mind
the changing skills required by
industry. The second phase of
the programme will cover teach-
ers from Nagpur along their
counterparts from Karnataka.

The programme, being con-
ducted in collaboration with the
state government, aims at pro-

viding competency-based teach-
ing and learning methods.

Geoffrey Conaghan, Victoria
government’s Commissioner for
India said, “Education is one of
the main sectors in India and it
will enhance the relationship
between India and Australia.
Through this initiative, we are
looking at providing state-of-
the-art vocational training for
the teachers in Maharashtra.”

Minister for higher and tech-
nical education, Rajesh Tope,
who inaugurated the pro-
gramme, said: “This initiative
will improve the quality of work-
force and increase business pro-
ductivity.” The Kangan institute
in Melbourne has been con-
ducting this programme through
its specialist VETASSESS
assessment centre in state,
according to a media release.

No consensus, Cong
in dilemma over Lokpal
Aurangzeb Naqshbandi
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NEW DELHI: Lack of consensus at
Wednesday’s all-party meeting
on the Lokpal Bill has compli-
cated the matters for the
Congress which is already under
severe attack from the
Opposition and the civil socie-
ty on the issue of corruption.

The Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment is in a fix on the issue.
If the amended bill is not
brought in Parliament in the
winter session, the Congress
will find it extremely difficult to
dispel the perception that it is
going slow in the fight against
graft at a time when Anna
Hazare and his team have
brought the corruption on the
national agenda.

The other dilemma before the
government managers is the
contours of the bill. A senior
minister said the government
was seriously considering bring-
ing the prime minister under
the Lokpal’s ambit with certain
safeguards and also evolving an
appropriate mechanism to
include lower bureaucracy
(group C employees) in its
purview despite reservations by
some political parties at the all-
party meeting.

However, the inclusion of the
CBI remains the bone of con-
tention. As the Opposition is firm
on its demand for freeing the
CBI of government control, it
remains to be seen to what
extent the Congress is willing to
accommodate these demands.

Surprisingly, the government
and even the Opposition did not
broach the constitutional sta-
tus for Lokpal, as proposed by
Congress general secretary
Rahul Gandhi during the

monsoon session, at the all
party meeting.

As the move would require
two-thirds support in
Parliament, the government is
aware that it does not have the
numbers and has to seek the
support of Opposition parties.
The government, as quid pro
quo, might accept some of their
demands.

On Thursday, the Congress
leaders were desperately trying
to send across the point that the
government’s full intention is to
bring the most talked about bill
in the ongoing session — most
likely on Tuesday — which is
slated to end on December 22
but could be extended by a day.

For the next two-three days,
both the government and the
Congress managers will delib-
erate and finalise the amend-
ments to the bill.

UNDER FIRE Party may bring PM under the bill’s ambit
with safeguards; Oppn asks govt to give up control over CBI

! Anti-corruption activist Anna Hazare with Team Anna member
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Parliamentary affairs
minister Pawan Kumar
Bansal said the govern-
ment’s intention is to
bring the bill “for consid-
eration” in this session
itself.

Finance minister
Pranab Mukherjee has
begun consultations on
changes the government
proposes to make in the
Lokpal Bill.

Home minister P
Chidambaram and law
minister Salman
Khurshid are also part of
the team that will finalise
the amendments over the
next two-three days.

SIT LODGES NEW
COMPLAINT ON
ISHRAT CASE
Mahesh Langa
! mahesh.langa@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: The SIT that probed
the fake encounter death of
Ishrat Jahan and three others,
on Thursday, lodged a complaint
with the CBI on the basis of
which the agency will register
a fresh FIR on Friday.

The SIT, headed by IPS Rajiv
Ranjan Verma, had told the
court in November that the
encounter was fake. The Gujarat
high court had ordered a fresh
FIR relating to those involved
in the encounter.

“We have given a 22-page
complaint on lodging a new FIR
in the case. The [policemen]
involved in the encounter are to
be booked for abduction, illegal
confinement, criminal conspir-
acy and murder. The complaint
does not name any officer
because names will be added
during the process of investi-
gation,” a SIT member told HT.

He said apart from adding
new names, the officers whose
names were mentioned in the
original FIR filed by the
Ahmedabad police would also
be retained.

The Ahmedabad police killed
Ishrat and three others on June
15, 2004, and the police claimed
the four were affiliated with
Pakistan-based Laskar-e-Taiba
and were on a mission to kill
Gujarat chief minister Narendra
Modi.

The earlier FIR, lodged by the
crime branch of the Ahmedabad
police after the encounter, men-
tioned DG Vanjara, suspended
and now in jail as a prime
accused in the Sohrabuddin fake
encounter case of 2005; Girish
Singhal, superintendent of
police of Kheda district; deputy
superintendent of police Tarun
Barot; and NK Amin (also sus-
pended and is in jail as another
accused in the Sohrabuddin
case), among others.

Anna Hazare has no vested
interests. I have been
supporting him and will
continue to do so.
A M R I T PA L J O S H I , 3 4
businessman, Chandigarh

I see Anna only as an
anti-corruption crusader. If
he dabbles in politics he will
lose his credibility.
K I S H E N J O H N , 1 9
B. Tech student, Thiruvananthapuram

Anna is like the Gandhi of the
21st century. The Jan Lokpal
Bill will remove corruption.
We should all support him.
A L I S H A D H A N A N I , 1 6
Class XI student, Kolkata

voxpop
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NEW DELHI: Weighing herself in
after the fiasco over foreign
direct investment (FDI) and the
food bill, the UPA chairperson,
Sonia Gandhi, has sought to be
consulted on “all major issues”
before they are brought to the
Cabinet.

In her discussion with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
Tuesday night, the Congress
chief said she was totally sur-
prised by so much squabble over
the food bill and positions some
senior ministers took were
“unexpected”. She also felt that
the government ought to have
put more thought into the move
on retail reform, which sparked
a political rage.

The government was forced
to stall its decision to allow 51%
FDI in multi-brand retailing, a
move that would have paved the
way for global supermarket
chains, such as Walmart, Tesco
and Carrefour, to set up deep-
discount stores in India.

Gandhi is upset over the gov-
ernment’s lack of cohesive deci-
sion-making, marked by not just
differences between allies but
also between Congress minis-
ters, sources said. She had over-
seen drafting of the bill, her pet
project that stems from a poll
pledge made by the Congress
to guarantee food security.

Gandhi reiterated before the
PM and separately to Thomas,
that the food bill was a “com-
mitment” made by the Congress
and therefore, had to be deliv-
ered. She has also sought to
know beforehand if consensus
existed on issues the Cabinet
expects to seal.

At the Cabinet meet last
Tuesday, where the food bill

came unstuck, few ministers,
except finance minister Pranab
Mukherjee, seemed to have
detailed idea of the bill because

of which they could not defend
it in the face of agriculture
minister Pawar’s opposition to
the bill.
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India may join int’l study on Einstein’s theory
Snehal Rebello
! snehal.rebello@hindustantimes.com

BENAULIM: By 2020, India
could be one of the countries,
including the US and Italy, to
play a major role in under-
standing Albert Einstein’s
theory of general relativity,
said Kip Thorne, professor of
theoretical physics at the
California Institute of
Technology, speaking at the
International Conference of
Gravitation and Cosmology
2011 at Benaulim on
Thursday

The US-based National
Science Foundation is in
talks with the Indian govern-
ment to build the world’s
fourth advanced ground-
based observatory in India.
The government will have to
fund the Rs1,200 crore
observatory project over 15
years.

The Planning Commission
has cleared the project,
which is now being studied
by the Department of Atomic

Energy and the Department
of Science and Technology.

General relativity
explained gravity in terms of
the curvature of four dimen-
sional space-time and pre-
dicted the existence of black
holes. The observatory will
help spot gravity waves, the
discovery of which will prove
general relativity beyond
doubt.

Gravity waves are generat-
ed when black holes, or neu-
tron stars, collide with one
another.

“A new age in black hole
research is dawning,” said

Thorne. “Numerical simula-
tions on the computer and
gravitational wave observa-
tories will show results in a
few years. By 2020, we want
to move to India for better
precision or angular resolu-
tion. This is also a good
opportunity for India to work
with the most advanced
technology and high preci-
sion instruments.”

The US has two observa-
tories known as the Laser
Interferometer Gravitational
Observatory (LIGO), while
Italy has the third called the
Virgo Interferometer. If the

Indian observatory — LIGO-
India — materialises, the
country will join the global
network of gravitational
wave detectors. The fifth
observatory is likely to be in
Japan.

Until September, the US
National Science Foundation
was considering Australia as
a site for the observatory.
The Australian government
refused to fund the interna-
tional collaborative project.

Establishing an observato-
ry in India assumes impor-
tance because the further
the distance between the
observatories, the greater
will be the accuracy in locat-
ing gravity waves.

“If it takes 44 milliseconds
for light to travel around the
earth’s diameter, it takes 39
million seconds for it to trav-
el between India and the
US,” said professor Tarun
Souradeep, of the Inter
University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics
in Pune.

! LIGO-India is a collaboration
between Pune-based Inter
University Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics, the Raja
Ramana Centre for Advanced
Technology in Indore and the
Institute of Plasma Research at
Ahmedabad
! Last month, LIGO-India

submitted the proposal for the
R1,200-crore project to be built
over 15 years was submitted to
the Department of Atomic Energy
and Department of Science and
Technology. The US-based
National Science Foundation is
also reviewing the project and
decision is expected by April.

ABOUT LIGO-INDIA
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NEW DELHI: A controversial pro-
posal by the government to “pre-
screen” content on social media
sites such as Facebook and
Twitter changed colours on
Thursday with the government
saying it had no such plan to
censor the Internet even as it
sought help of social media com-
panies in taking its own agen-
da ahead in reaching across to
citizens.

Communications and IT min-
ister Kapil Sibal led meetings
with representatives of various
Internet platforms including
Google, Facebook and Twitter.

“There is no question of cen-
sorship of Internet. Whatever
law has to me made are already
in place. The government is
committed to abiding by what
is there according to the
Constitution, which is freedom
of speech and expression. We
protect that with a lot of ener-

gy,” said Sachin Pilot, minister
of state for communication and
information technology, soon
after the meeting.

Last week, Sibal had said that
offensive material should not be
posted on Internet and wanted

a “pre-screening” of content on
the Internet by companies that
provide social media platforms.

Official spokespersons of
Google and Facebook declined
to comment.

Twitter officials could not be
reached.

Sibal, who left the meeting
after 30 minutes, said the gov-
ernment wanted an open dia-
logue between social media
companies and various govern-
ment departments including the
external affairs ministry and the
department of information tech-
nology.

“How does the social media
use its own platform to ensure
that the voice of the margin-
alised is heard by government,
which otherwise sometimes is
not heard,” said Sibal after the
meeting.

“So, in other words, we want
a constructive dialogue that
helps them to empower us when
we move forward in our deci-
sion-making,” he added.

No plan to screen social
media content, says govt

( )
How does the social

media use its own platform
to ensure that the voice of
the marginalised is heard

by government, which
sometimes is not heard.

K A P I L S I B A L ,
communications and IT minister

HT Correspondent
! mumbailetters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
seems to be not sure about pass-
ing two anti-corruption bills —
the judicial accountability bill
and the whistleblowers bill —
in this session of Parliament,
although both were cleared in
Tuesday’s Cabinet meeting.

In the business advisory com-
mittee meeting on Thursday,
these two bills were not dis-
cussed, as a top Congress floor-
manager in the House told HT:
“It looks difficult as we don’t
have much time.”

The government has listed
the Copyright (Amendment)
Bill, the Regulation of Factor
(Assignment of Receivables)
Bill, the National Institute of
Mental Health and
Neurosciences Bill, Commercial
Division of Banks Bill and the
Exim Bank (Amendment) Bill
in the next week’s agenda.

Thomas aims current session to table bill
NEW DELHI: Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi has asked food
minister KV Thomas to iron
out last-mile hurdles in the
way of the flagship food bill
before it is brought to the
Cabinet again on Sunday.

Gandhi, who had overseen
the bill’s drafting because it
was a poll pledge of the ruling
party, is upset over the logjam.

On Thursday, Thomas con-
sulted key Cabinet members
again. “We will introduce the
bill in this session. States and
other stakeholders will natu-
rally want their viewpoints to
be heard. We are working to

address all issues,” he said.
The bill had to be held back

after agriculture minister
Sharad Pawar raised several
red flags on the bill. His last-
minute opposition caught the
government unawares, even
though he had publicly criti-
cised it earlier.

He essentially cited the
grave “financial risks” of giv-
ing cheap grain to the 65% of
Indians through a food-guar-
anteeing law, which he sees
as an overly populist step that
could knock the government’s
finances, the sources said.

ZIA HAQ

INSECURITY OVER FOOD SECURITY
Sharad Pawar has been critical of KV Thomas’s food security bill, citing
it as financially draining. Here’s a lowdown on the sticking points:
PAWAR’S POINTS
R95,000 cr – the costs of pulling
off the bill – will be financially
untenable. It might go up further
to over R1-lakh crore

Food security
should be ensured
only for those
extremely poor to

limit govt
costs.

Coverage under the
food bill already
pared down to
63.5% of the
population from
75% earlier

There may
not be enough
grains for govt
to procure to
feed so many
people

In 2010-11, India
produced 181.2
million tonnes of
grains; govt
procured 34%.
Food security bill
requires 63
million tonnes.

Govt is spending R62,000 cr on
food subsidy, based on ’01 census.
To cater to 2011 population, food
subsidy will go up by Rs30,000 cr

THOMAS’S DEFENCE
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GOVT MAY NOT
TABLE TWO KEY
ANTI-GRAFT BILLS
THIS SESSION
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